
SAFEGUARDING SUB (COMMUNITY & CHILDREN'S SERVICES) COMMITTEE

Tuesday, 24 September 2013 

Minutes of the meeting of the Safeguarding Sub (Community & Children's 
Services) Committee held at the Guildhall EC2 at 11.30am

Present

Members:
Angela Starling (Chairman)
Revd Dr Martin Dudley (Deputy Chairman)
Deputy John Bennett
Deputy Billy Dove
Professor John Lumley

Officers:
Philippa Sewell
Natasha Dogra
James Goodsell
Ade Adetosoye
Chris Pelham
Marie Ologbosere
Marion Willicome-Lang
Prachi Ranade
Sarah Greenwood

- Town Clerk’s Department
- Town Clerk’s Department
- Town Clerk’s Department 
- Community and Children’s Services
- Community and Children’s Services
- Community and Children’s Services
- Community and Children’s Services
- Community and Children’s Services
- Community and Children’s Services

1. APOLOGIES 
There were no apologies.

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were no declarations of interest.

3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
The Committee proceeded to elect a Chairman in accordance with Standing 
Order No. 29. A list of Members eligible to stand was read and Angela Starling 
being the only Member expressing a willingness to serve was declared to have 
been elected as Chairman of the Safeguarding Sub Committee for the ensuing 
year.

4. ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
The Committee proceeded to elect a Deputy Chairman in accordance with 
Standing Order No. 30. A list of Members eligible to stand was read and Dr 
Martin Dudley being the only Member expressing a willingness to serve was 
declared to have been elected as Deputy Chairman of the Safeguarding Sub 
Committee for the ensuing year.



5. ADOPTION UPDATE 
The Sub Committee received a report from the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services regarding the changes to the adoption process made by 
Central Government which came into effect in July 2013. Officers advised 
Members that Marie Ologbosere had been recruited to provide expertise and 
support for the service. The adoption assessment timescales had been 
changed to speed up the process and increase adoption numbers. Four 
applicants were currently being assessed and, once agreed, could be 
‘purchased’ for a fee by other providers if not needed by the Corporation.  

In response to a question from the Chairman it was established that the child’s 
Best Interest Decision, which would include their adoption plan, no longer 
needed to go to the Adoption panel shared with Hackney, but could be agreed 
by the Agency Decision Maker before being agreed in Court

In response to further questions from Members, it was noted that officers would 
be seeking to develop the service and actively recruit new adopters in the 
future, but currently staff resources would be unable to manage a great influx of 
applications. It was also reported that assessment costs were covered, as 
‘trading’ adopters provided income. 

6. COL SAFEGUARDING ANNUAL REPORT - ADULTS 
The Sub Committee received a report from the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services regarding the City of London Safeguarding Adults Annual 
Report 2012/13. Officers gave an overview of the safeguarding alerts received 
by the Adult Social Care team and Members were advised that, as part of the 
Health and Social Care Act 2012, Safeguarding Adult Boards would become 
statutory. 

In response to Members questions, it was noted that the Adult Social Care 
team had ten officers in total including three social workers. Members 
discussed some typographical mistakes and errors included in the report, and 
were assured that a quality assurance process was being implemented to 
ensure this did not happen again. 

7. COL SAFEGUARDING ANNUAL REPORT - CHILDREN 
The Sub Committee received a report from the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services regarding the City and Hackney Children Safeguarding 
Board Annual Report 2012/13. Officers informed the Sub Committee that this 
was a statutory report which outlined demographic information, governance, 
performance, quality assurance, and priorities for 2013/14. The report also 
detailed an increase in training, which was now being held in the City to help 
prevent a Hackney-centric approach.   

Members noted the need for an organisational diagram to set out the 
relationship between groups, in particular the Children’s Executive Board and 
the Health and Wellbeing Board, and highlighted a number of inaccuracies 
within the document. As Deputy Chairman for the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama Board of Governors, Deputy Bennett queried their absence in some of 
the attendance tables. It was noted that while the school had a Safeguarding 



representative they had only recently been appointed to the Sub Committee 
and this report predated the appointment. The Director of Community and 
Children’s Services advised Members that a meeting had been set up with 
schools in November to address low attendance of City of London 
Safeguarding Children Sub Committee meetings. 

Officers agreed to circulate an organisational diagram to Members of the Sub 
Committee. 

8. QUESTIONS OF MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE 
There were no questions.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
There were no urgent items.

10. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RESOLVED – That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 
of the Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act.
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11. NEW INSPECTION FRAMEWORK AND COL READINESS 
The Sub Committee received a report from the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services. 

12. CHILDREN EARLY INTERVENTION AND PREVENTION REVIEW 
The Sub Committee received a report from the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services. 

13. SAFEGUARDING PERFORMANCE - CHILDREN 
The Sub Committee received a report from the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services. 

14. SAFEGUARDING PERFORMANCE - ADULTS 
The Sub Committee received a report of the Director of Community and 
Children’s Services. 

15. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE 
There were no questions.



16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
AND WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED 
There were no items of urgent business.

The meeting closed at 12.40pm

Chairman

Contact Officer: Philippa Sewell
tel. no.: 020 7332 1426
philippa.sewell@cityoflondon.gov.uk


